138         THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
the rise of a new form of religion side by side with the'
older cults of the village deities, the dislike that was
..-felt-by the tipper classes for 'the worship of female
deities, the struggle that took place, between the old
religion and the new, the varying phases of the conflict,
the way in which disease and famine drove the masses
back to the worship of their older deities, and then the
drawn battle, as Siva asserted his power and Ammavaru
vanquished her enemies, and both continued to receive
the. worship of the people.